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PREFACE 
4 - : TO THE : 
READER. 


Tace the Preaching of the enſuing Sermon, 1 find that 
g both it, and the Author have undergone various Cen- 
ſares ; ſome objeit Vnſeaſonableneſs againſt it, and 0- 
thers Difloyalty ; and for this reaſon, being not willing to lie 
| under that Imputation; and being conſcious to my ſelf, that 
= T never entertain'd ſo much as a diſloyal thought, I am re- 
folved the Sermon ſhall ſhift for it ſelf : But T am a little 
more concern d to ſatufy the World, as to its ſeaſonableneſs; 
becauſe even ſome of my Friends ſeem. unſatisfied. What 
needed you, fay they, meddle with ſuch a Subje&tz why 
at this time 2 Could you not let things run quietly. 2 and 
be content to preach (if you muſt be preaching) the Prin- 
ciples and Morivecs of and to a good Life, without med- 
| ling with Controverlics and Diſputes ? . 
I muſt confeſs, if thoſe Principles, againſt which Tpreach'd, 
had no influence on mens Lives, or were not. pernicious to 
| their Souls, 7 ſhould be of. their, Opinion ; but being convin- 
| ced of both, this alone is ſufficient for juſtifying what I have 
done. But I am reſolved to be ingenious with the World, 

a A » 

; 


and diſcover the true Motives that put me on this Subjeft. 
T found that one of the Clergy of Dublin, though a very 
loyal perſon , for his imprudent medling with the State, 
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had been juſtly ſuſpended by his Dioceſan ; and that the Peo- 
ple (who ſeldom Know or confider the true cauſes' of things) 
thought this Puniſhment was impoſed on him, for arguing for 
our Religion; the tender ſenſe they have for that, put them 
into mighty Fears and Deſpondencies, and made them refle# 


upon the Clergy ; as if they muſt either decline. the, Defence 


of the Truth, which they value above their Lives, or be ſi- 
lencd : I eafily ſaw what ill effeits ſuch Surmiſes might pro- 
duce : and although ſeveral private Clergymen ſaid enough 
to ſatisfie the people of the falſeneſs of the Concln/ron they 
drew from that accident ; yet ſeeing them /till diſſatisfied, 
1 conſider d, to remove their Fealoujtes, was a work proper for 
one of an higher Degree in the Church; and being invited 
fo preach at St. Warbroughs, where there zs generally a. 
very full Auditory ; I was glad of the opportunity of diſ- 
charging my Duty, and ſatisfying the People, and CONUINCENE 
many Roman Catholicks, who were ther preſent to ſpy out 


our Liberty; that: we had, and would take the ſame liberty. 
as ever to Heferd our own Religzon, and to ſhew the Falſhood 


of theirs; and'T have ſome reaſon to believe, that what I then 
delivered had a good effet on their minds, both as to the 
Government, and the Clergy. h | 

But I muſt farther tell theſe Gentlemen, That whatever 
policy may-ſeem to be in being filent at this time ; it 3s too 


mean, aud has too much of the World in it ever to be ex-- 


pected. from-a'-Clergyman, "eſpecially it cannot from a Bi- 
hop, whoſe very Conſecration- otliges him to preach and 
drive away ail Erronious and Falſe Doctrine contrary to 
Gods Word, and both privately and openly to. cal! upon, 
and -incourage” others ro ' the ſame :, ſuch we believe the 
Dofrines of the preſent Church of Rome to be :. and while 
we do ſo, it is not to be expetied' that any worldly confide- 
ration ſhould prevail with ui to be filent; our Vows ob- 
lize us to the- contrary ; and the Charity which we owe 
to the: Souls of Men is a farther tie upon ug to warn them 
of the 'danger they bring on themſebves by liſtning to ſuch 

| | Dottrines 
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Dottrines, or perſevering in_them,. thaugh they have embrac'd 
them, he \ , Fo , $Y Fu) \* RET S vs Any «4 
We are perſwaded our ſilence in 1h caſe would prejudice 
our own People- againſt Us, andthe Truth, and flatter our 
| Adverſaries with hopes of our going over to them, and ſo 
| confirm them in their pernicious Errors; Let who ſo will hold 
| fach: Errors , Truth is Truth, and muſt, be defended : 4nd 
| if the: Romanilis will buti do' as, rbey. would be done by, they 
| cannot take this il at our bans; eſpecially, while we have 
| mot only the Law on our (ides, but alſo the Word-of that ing 
| (who ts famous for having never broken it) to defend our 
Religion: and. if they be angry for this, me cannot help 2+. 
Truth us dearer, to us, then their favour. I. | 
 : We look on the'| Supremacy of the Pope, and his unjuſt 
ſarpation over Kings, and tis fellow Biſhops, as the funda- 
mental Article of Popery: and it is required by the ſecond 
Canon of the Curcl» of Ireland of every Preacher to the ut- 
moſt ot his Wir,, Knowledge, and Learning, to, preach a- 
gain(t it tour times: a year : And. the twelfth Canon further 
requires, That the Miniſters in all their Preachings, &c. ſhajl 
teach the People to place their. whole truſt and confi- 
dence in God, and 'not in Creatures, ncither in the-Habir 
. or Scapular of any Frier, or. in, Hallowed Beads, Medals, 
Relicks, or ſuch like Trumperies, | |; 4nd while theſe Canons 
ſtand in force, we will; we muſt» do! our duty, according to 
them; and- the Government would have juſt reaſon to.take | 
notice of us if we ſhould omit it: And till I ſecrbetter rea- MM 
- fons then I have yet heard, I muſt think my Sermon a very 
ſeaſonable intimation of our reſolution of being true & ſteady 
to our Laws, Oaths and Duties, and that it will he impoſſible to 
withdraw us from thoſe Principles of Religion which we 'pro- 
' fefs,. and upon ſtrift and diligent examination know, not. on- 
. dy ro be true, but neceſſary alſo, even in ſuch a degree as to 
v 


«© concern the Salvation of Mankind. _ 

{> nd let-the Romaniſts take it- as they. pleaſe, they, muj? 

- expedt a. great many, ſuch ,. and: blame themſetues that this 
ocs 
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does now appear in print: Becauſe the falſe repreſentation 
they mad: of what was then ſaid hath made this publication 
of it neceſſary ; and theſe two following\Letters written to me 
on that eccafion hath convinted me of that neceſſity. 


My very good Lord, 

Our Lordſhips late Sermon, preach'd at St. War- 

Eroughs Church in Dublin, has given me an occafion 
of repreſenting the ſeveral Cenſures upon it to your Lord- 
ſhip, and withal of freely communicating my thoughts 
ro you. concerning it. The Gentlemen, who would paſs 
for the only Catholicks in the world, cenſure it as diſloy- 
al, and tending to Sedition ; the Phanaticks are offended 
becauſe you boldly tell them the truth, and lay the blame 
of our preſent misfortunes (where *tis juſtly chargeable) 
at thcir doors : and there is a third fort of men, whom 
T may call the Politicians of the age, that do not con- 
demn, but only cenſure ſome things in it as unſeaſonable, 
and nor fit to be ſpoken in theſe times. 

It was my misfortune not to be preſent at the Delivery 
of it; but however, upon the experience of above thirty 
years acquaintance with your Lordſhip, I can vouch as 
much tor your Loyalty as my own, and do really in my 
Conſcience acquit- you from anydefign of influencing the 
People; and when I refle& upon rhe ſaying of St. Paul, 


Gal. 1. 10. If T pleaſe men, I ſhould not be the" Servant of 


Chrit. *'Tam well affurcd, you diſcharged a good Confci- 
ence towards God ; becauſe you have been 1o little ſolli- 
citous to'fiudy the SaristaQtion of the World. 

However, becauſe ſo many various Cenſures are: paſt 
upon it «ready, and neither you nor I can foreſee what 
milconſtructions may be made of it ſor the future; and 
becauſe ſome things are reported of it, which I hear, were 
not delivered, to your prejudice ; I think- you cannot do 


your ſelf, no? your\Sermon'greater juſtice; than to expoſe 


it to the-pubiick: view- ofthe world; and ler it-plead its 
cauſe 
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cauſe againſt all Gainſayers :,, By this you will have an 


opportunity: of TRIER Four Loyalty againſt the Ex- 
ceprions of the pretended Catholicks ; your Prudence a- 
gainſt the temporizing Politicians; and your Doftine a- 


gainſt all that are reſolved to write againſtit: And Iam 


confident, let them begin when they will, if you need 
Succours, .the Cauſe will. not. want .thoſe that ſhall aſſiſt. 
Tom is, | ; 

Your Lordſhips 


molt atteftionate 
humble Servant 
a. Midenfis. 
This was-folowed by this ſecond Letter. 
Ay Lord, pes | \ ON. 2 Hg #5 
F Had the Happineſs" 'to hear your, laſt Sermon at 
 "SeWarbroughs, and find by my convetling amongſt the 
people, that *it gave? peneral fatisfaftion, and has done 
really a great deal of good. They imagine .that your 
Lordſhip. by. your Station , and Correſpondence under- 
ſtands mach-of \Aﬀairs'} arid rhey gencrally conclude by 
your behaviour, in thatSctmon, . That we are very ſecure 
in the Kirip's Royal Word,” You would: hardly imagine 
how far this hath-quieted fome ſuſpicious minds; and if 
your Lordſhip would let your. felf be prevailed with to 
make it publick, 'I am, confident it would contribute yer 
more ifoſecure. the Toyalry, and quiet the fears of rhe 
People: and though this may ſeem unneceſſary to your 
Lordſhip, it being impoſſible any one of our Communi- 
on ſhould be difloyal without renouncing his Religion ; 


yet give me leave to inform your Lordſhip, that therc nei- 
ther doth, nor will want thoſe, that having nothing to - 


ſay 


Paxracr to the READER. | | 
ſay to it, -aS it. is, will nor fail to miſrepreſent. it: to. pre- 
vent therefore them, if not to fatisfie. your Friends, Ihope 
you will be perſuaded to comply with the requeſt of 


Your' Lerdſhips moſt humble 


-- 


and dutiful Seryant _. 


FW. King. 


From theſe two Letters the Readers may ſee the ſence of 
_ both Adverſgries and Friends, and what effeft it had on 
them, and eſpecially the People ; and by publiſhing of it, I 
hope at leaſt, to get this advantage, that our Attverſaries 
will be afraid to miſrepreſent future Diſcourſes of thu kind, 
when they ſee we have ſo ready and ſhort a way t6\ expoſe 
their Lies : And let them reſt ſatighed, that notwithſtand- 
ing their cauſleſs, berghts, and the conhdent\brags of ſome of 
them, That our Religion ſhall. ſoon be ſuppreſs d.: and the 
wheadles of others of them, by which er boak ,to prevail 
with us, if not to come over. to theirs, yet. ga ſpeak. nothing 
in confutation of it ; we both dare and, zilh juſtify our Selves 
and our Religion againſt qil the Little petty. arts of Defame- 
tion or C aluniny cy. car uſe againſt y4sr3 and that we believe 
the chiefeſt-of their ſtrength coy $ in. theſe. .] ITICR i ; 


© 
; . by 


I have only this one thing .more to add, -That this Sermon 
is printed as it was preached, without, any alteration ; and. 
that it is own'd as the true ſence and, real. expreſſion-of . the 


thoughts and heart of the Preacher, (7 ;\.,.oh1 in 
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Acts 24. 14, 15, I6. 


But this I confeſs. unto thee, that after the way which they 
* cal! Fereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers, believing 
all things which arewritten in the Law and the Prophets: 

- and have hope toware's God, ' which they themſelves allo 
allow, that there ſhall be a reſurreftion of the dead, both 
of the juſt and unjuſt. And herein do I exerciſe my ſelf, 
to have a Conſtience void of offence towards God, and 


towards man. 
Wo things arc required in a Preacher, to be able 
| to cxhort with wholeſome DoQrine, and to con- 
ſure Gainſayers ; the one requires 'Rhetoric, the 
other Logic. We cannot have a betrer preſident for this 
than Sr. Pau/; whom for his admirable Elocution the In- 48: 14. 
fidels took for Mercury, their God of Eloquence come 
down from Heaven ; and for the profoundneſs of his 
matter hc is tiled a choſex Yeſſe/, to contain the Myitc- 12; @>2. 
ries of Gods Kingdom: tor proof of this I will only in- ® 
ſtance to you from the 3 ot the th to the Romaxs, to 
the end of that chapter, whereot * Sr. 4u/tin and + Eraſ ® = _ 
mus ſay, that never Tully nor Demeſthenes could ſpeak any CO 
thing Ike him; there being nothing mean or low in the N. 7:7. 
whole: for if we reſpett the perſons, here we have God, 
Chrift at the right hand of the Farhcr, Principalitics and 
Powers ; if we reſpeE&t the. things; here we have lite, 
heighth, depth, things preſent, and rhings to come : and 
if we reſpect the Rherorical Ornaments, what Interroga- 
= tions, * 


- Þ 


44. 
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_ gations, what Gradations, what Antitheſes, what contraries, 
and what repetitions ? So that this might juſtly make up the 
3a part of St. Auſtir's wiſh, that he had feen Chriſt in the 
fleſh, Rome flouriſhing, and Sr. Paul preaching. Burt I. 
need no further Arguments, this very confi: with Ter- 
tnllus is a ſufficient demonſtration; whereof my Text is 
a part : for having clear'd himfe!f {rom that moſt odious 
crime of Sedition, and cvidently proved that the Orators 
Accuſation was not only improbable, byr impoſſible : he 
now deſcends to the other branch of his Calumny con- 
cerning his Religion; that as-he was no turbulent Fel- 
low, nor raiſer of Sedition in the Common-wealth ; ſohe 
was no ſetter forth, nor maintainer -of heretical Doctrines, . 
or Novelties in the Church. 

In the words we have. theſe two parts. 

1. His Conceſſjon, in theſe words, [##t this 7 confeſs] 

2. His Conteſſion, in theſe words, [after the way which 
they call Hereſy, &c.] ; 

And in his Confeſſion we. have theſe particulars ; 
. The AQ, 7 worſhip. : 
. The Object, Zhe God of my Pathers. 
. The Manner, after that way which they call Hereſy. 
. The Rule of it, belzeving al things that are written 
in the Law and the Prophets. 

5. The principal ground of ir, aud have hope towards - 
Ged, that there ſhall be a Reſarretion of the dead. 

6. And laſtly, the Effect of it, and herein do Texerciſe 
my ſelf, to have always a Conſcience void of offence toward . 
God, and toward Man. 

So that if you would have a clear and perfect definition - 
ol St. Paul's Religion, it-is. briefly this; 4 worſhiping of - 
one true God by Feſus Chriſt according to the Scriptures, 
with a ftedfaſt endeavour to keep the purity of the Conſcience 
unſpotted, in hopes of the future Reſurreftion of the dead. 
But to proceed. | 


1. Of his Conceſſion, 44t 7 confeſs. 
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From which ingenuous Confeſſion of his Faith before þ 
an Heathen, we may learn our own Duty ; whoſoever wil} Yt- 10: 
confeſs me before men, him will I confgſs before my Father * © 
which is in Heaven: and with the heart man believeth unto Rom. to. 
righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is made unto Sal- © 
vation. Tſaiahpropheſied of the timesof the Gofpe!, rh4z C5. 44. 5. 
one ſhould ſay, I am the Lords, and another ſhould be called 
by the name of Jacob; and another ſhould ſubſcribe with hiz 
hand, and name himſelf by the name of I{rac]: and'tisrequir- p;;;., ;, 
cd, that not only every knee ſhould bow ; but alſo that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chrift is Lord, to the glory of 
the Father. The want of the means of this public confeſſi P/. r 2 7. 
on made the Jews lament when they fate by the Rivers of 
Babylon ; and made Feremy cry our, that the ways of Zton ;,,..., 
did lament, becauſe no man cometh to the public Aſſemblies. 4. ; 
And the Thief on the Croſs, for confeſſing Chriſt, was 
that day with him in Paradiſe ; for the inward frame of 
the heart is diſcovered by outward devotion ; and he 
thar does not confeſs his Religion when he is pur to ir, 
either has noneart all, or does not much care tor it. God 
ſays nor, I havereſerved 7000 that have not believed in 
Baal, but whoſe knees have not bowed to Baal/ ; whic! 
ſhews, that he expects a public owning of him, as well 
.aS a ſecret believing in him ; and the Devil himſelf did 
not tempr Chriſt ro believe in him, but to fall down and 
worſhip him ; and the three Chiidren choſe to be burned, @ . 
rather than pive adoration to Nebuchadyezzar's golden © 
Image. | 

T know Naamays example [when Ibow my ſelf before the , King. . 
Idol Rimmon] is much objeSted againſt whar T have faid ; © ; 
bur for anſwer. to this, conſider firſt, that Naaman was 
then bur a Novice in Religion, and had not yet learnca 
to deny himſelf for God. 2. Naaman ſpeaks not of any 
religious Worſhip to be performed to Rzymon : but of 2 
civil Office to be done to his Prince, 3. Becauſe Naa 


man knew that this ation could not but be ſcandalous to 
B z others, 


Ro! lal6, 


C4) 


others, and polluted with the circumſtance of time and 
place, he confeſſed it was a-fin, and defires, Gods mercy. 
Laſtly, We do not find that Naamarn ever: did it; but on- 


iy feeling or tearing his own infirmity, he.defires the Pro- 
phets Prayers, either that he might not. fall, or if he dic, 
that God would forgive him; to which the Prophet af: 
ſents, and that only in ſuch a torm of ſpcech; as is an ulu- 
al valediction, as Go in peace, or Gods peace be. win 
your. {1W o REN BOK, 

There arc two mai jmpeciments: of- this-public Con- 
feflion of Chriſt, Shame. and Fear. 'They that arc aſham- 
cd, are ſuch as love the Praiſe of Men more then the 
Fraiſe 04 God. When les taught young Neoptolomy 
the. Art of Lying; the Youth being ot an ingenuous na- 


rure, asKd him, how it was poſlible to.tell a. Lye without. 


bluſbing ; he anſwered, him, that a man ought neyer to 
be aſhamed of any thing, whereby Profit may- be had. 
And if we ſeriouſly conſider it, *cis ſtrange, that any 


Chriſtian ſhould be aſhamed of his Prefeſſion, which 
-briags him ſo great Gain as an eternal weight of Glory. 


We have a common. proverb; that he that-is aſhamed of 
tis Trade fſhall neyer thrive by it ; and 'tis altogether as 


rrue, that-he ſhall never fave his Soul by Religion, who is - 


aſhamed to proteſs it. *Tis confels'd, the time was, when 
Nicodemus came by night to Jeſus ; and when Foſeph of 
Arimathea was a ſecret Diſciple; hut it was .when they 
were punies in Chriſtianity-; but when Religion was 
firmly rooted in them, they joyned openly in the honou- 
rable Interment of our Saviour ; and thus St. Paul conteſt 


he was not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chri/t. 


The {ſecond impediment is Fear. This cauſed Moſes ts 
ſtagger at the. Commands of God; this made Eliſha fly 
rom the womaniſh threats of Fezabe!, and St. Peter de 


ny his Maſter. Fear is ſo bad a Counſellor in the Ser- 


795.7.3- vice of God, that Gideoy, when he was ready to joyn bat- 


tel with the Enemy, proclajmed, that whoſaever was fear- 


tu! 


(8) 


fal ſhould depart: and ſo timorous Chriſtians are not fit 
to fight the Lord's Battels: therefore /tis ſaid, the fearful, Rev21.5. 
and the unbelievers, and the abominable, ſhall have. their 
portion in the Lake that burns with, Fire. aud Brimſtone. 
I never heard nor read of a more reſolute Band of Sol- 
diers then thoſe ſeditious Followers;-ot -Cataline , their _ _ 
Souls flitted from their - Bodies before they mayed from Ok 
their ſtations ;, and. the place they fought on when alive, raw. 
they covercd with their Bodies when dead : and the Hi- 
ſtorian -tells you,, the reaſon was, becauſe they. carried —_ 
their * Riches, their Glory, their Lic, their Liberty, cheir © 2/-* 
Country, and all their hopes in their right hand. Change ;;,.._ 
but 'the Pcrſons and the-Story is ours: for,in our Chri- cerca liber- 
ſtian Warfare we bear a Crown. of, Glory, Eternal Lite, #5445 
Spiritual Liberty, and our Heavenly Country in our,*,;." 
_ right hand, and to him only that overcomes, ſhall all p:i- p:-:-- 
this be given: for be thou faithful to the end, and I will '® 
give thee the Crown of Life. | ont rr TR 
Yet neither St.. Pau/'s praftice, nor my Diſcourſe does 
Encourage any to run into unneceſſary dangers: for. he 
that loves danger ſhall periſh in it. To prccipitate .a 
mans felt into needleſs peril is ſenſclefs folly; and ro do 
ir. out of oſtentation, is meer vanity : But when a,. Man's 
Proteſſion obliges him to give Evidence tor the Truth, ta 
be then neither aſhamed of Ghriſt, nor of his: Goſpel, nor 
tearful to ſuffer for it, is neceſſary true Chriſtian Courage. ® © 
The ancient Law of governing the Roman Army was 
reduced to two heads: mec ſequz, nec fugere; not too,yen- | 
terſomly to make a raſh purſuit without need; . and. when g 
there was occaſion, nor by too timorouſly running, away 
to betray the Cauſe to the common Enemy -..and thus.a 
Chriſtian ought not to ſeck danger when he is free, nor 
to ſhun it when it is offered. Behold, fays Chriſt, 7 /exd 
you forth as Lambs in the midſt of Wolves, be ye therefore 
viſe as Serpents, and innocent as Doves. i 


There is a time when the Advice of Gellius takes place 
| CVEn. 


£#-3 
even in Religion; that when the City labours with Sedi- 
tion, 'tis not the part of a good Citizen to profeſs himſelf 
a Newter, but to join with the party that has right on its 
ſide, and fo help to ſuppreſs the orher ; and again there is 
a time, when the Example of Leoxtius Biſhop of Antioch 
is more imitable : that is, to give offence to neither party ; 
for Wiſdom is juſtified of her Children. And thus much of 
the firſt thing, viz. rhe Conceſſion, in theſe words, [uz 
this I confeſs | | 
Before I ſpeak of the Confeſſion, which is the next 
thing, I will only remark this to you ; that St. Paul firſt 
clears himſelf from being a Rebel apainſt the State, be- 
forc he attempts to prove the Orthodoxy of his Faith, or 
the Purity of his Religion: From whence I deſire you to 
obſerve, that thoſe men thar profeſs never ſo much of 
Religion with never ſo much of Zeal, are to be lookt up- 
on as falſe Teachers, ſo long as they continue their rebel- 
lious and ſcditious practices againft the State : and there- 
fore let our diſſenting Brethren take notice, that while 
they in contempt of Authority oppoſe the eſtabliſh'd and 
known Laws, by their riotous, unlawful Aſſemblies, that 
their Religion and Profeſſion of Faith is falſe and errone- 
ous, and quite contrary to St. PauPs here in my Text: 
which is the next thing I am to handle, in theſe words, 
[7 worſhip the God of my Fathers, &c.] | 
And in this I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the At Worſhip, and 
in doing thereof, I will not ſpend time in conſulting that 
frivolous diſtinftion of the Papiſts, of Latria, Dulza, and 
Hyperdulia; the firſt they fay, is that Worſhip which is 
proper to God ; the ſecond, which is due to the Creature ; 
and the rthird'of a middle nature, leſs than what is due 
ro God, and more than is due to the Creature, and this 
{they ſay) is only dueto the Virgin Mary. I know they 
have borrowed this diſtin&tion from St. Auftzn ; but have 
much wreſted it from his ſenſe : For as they have added 
athird-member to the diſtin&tion, (to wit) Zyperdulia * 
© 
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ſo it is certain, that St. Auſtin by Dalia did not under- 
ſtand any religious or ſpiritual Worſhip, which is only due .- + 
to God ; but an external civil Worſhip, ſuch as men give « #,,,. 
to Princes, Maſters, and Paſtors: * a ſervice of the Body, co-p0ri: 
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but not of the Mind, as he ſpeaks. raps 
The Saints indeed are to be honoured for Imitation : but j;. ;. F5-* 

not to be adored for Religion. Neither docs that Father iciden. 

fay, that Saints are to be worſhipt with an inferior kind 

of religious Worſhip, called Dalia; but they expreſs con- 

trary ; for we honor them, (ſays he) with the honor of Love — 

and Fellowſhip, as our Brethren and Friends : but not with ,,,, on 

Service, as our Maſters and Commanders. Servitue. 
We do not deny thar there are degrees of Honor : but #*- 

to attribute the leaſt degree of the Service of the Spirit to 

any Creature, we abhor; becauſe thar is folely due, and 

proper to God, who only, in all times, places, and things 

ſees, guides and diſpoſes of all, us, and ours. God is #0? 

mocked ; and therefore will not ſuficr his own cxpreſs 

Word to be eluded with ſuch frivolous diſtinCtions. 
But as one complained , that the Law were like Spi- 

ders Webbs, wherein the little Flies are taken ; but the 

great ones break through ; ſo we may ſay of theſe Popiſh 

Subtilties, becauſe, that though they cannot caſt a miſt be- 

fore the eyes of God, and rational conſidering men: yer 

they may deceive the poor ſimple Lay Papiſt ; who goes 

on' roundly to work in his blind Devotion, he, poor man, g 

muſt needs remain intangled in groſs /dolatry. And there- 

fore theſe Popiſh Ringleaders are not unfitly compared 

to Bawds, ( it is King James his. expreſſion in the like 

caſe) who though they do not actually pollute their own 

Bodies; yer are a means of proſtituting others to all fil- 

thineſs. Burt I leave them and return to our Apoſtles [7- 

worſhip the God of my Fathers.) This Worſhip is twofold. 

1. External. 2. Internal. - The external Worſhip is prin- 

cipally threeſold. | = 


I. The preaching and hearing of Gods Word. 
| 2. The 


($) 
:1 The invocating of his:Name. -, [> 
.\ The reverend ufe of the holy-Sacraments: 
. As to the preaching and hearing of Gods Word, Ire 
requires nothing more earneſtly ; than that the People 
be taught the knowledg of themſelves, of God, and: of 
1/4. 58, 1.. Religion, Sox of man, faith God, cry aloud and ſpare not, 
4 bft up thy voice like a T1 rumpet; and Go and teach all Nats. 
© Cor. 1, Ons, faith Chriſt; and Wo 7s me, faith the Apolile, if 7 
16. preach not the Goſpel, and he charges 7imothy before God, 
21m 4. and before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judg both the quick 
** ard thedead, that he preach the Word, and be inſtant. in 
.* ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon. 5 vt | - 
ha ro! And as'preaching is-the Miniſters Duty, : ſo it is the 
TY Peoples ro hear : for how-can they believe in him, of whom 
Prov. 29. they have not heard : and where there is no Vifion the people 
FS: periſh. Faith is I:ke the Lamp, and the preaching of. the 
Word like Oil ; and as the Lamp without a. freſh ſupply 
of Oil docs go out; ſo Faith does decay without preach: 
in2 : Whereforc it is written of our Saviour, that when he 
x: found a multitude without a Paſtor, he was. moved with 
$4 compajiron towards them. 
Thefſecond part of this external Worſhip is Invocation 
of his Name, and this is fo natural to us, that we uſually 
lifr upour eyes to:Heavenin any ſuddain exigence, even 
before: we conſider the danger, :or conſult our reaſon; and 
. God commands us to call upon him zu the day of. trouble; 
" and he will hear us. . This is fo prevalent that it binds up 
7:92. 32- the hands of the Almighty. ;; Let me.alore, ſaith God ro 
50 Meſes, that my wrath may wax hat againſt them. No mar- 
7:4: 5. vel then that St. Fames fays the Prayer :of. the Faithful a- 
200 vaileth much, if it be fervent: In a word;: he that does'not 
2. pray;':18an Atheiſt; tor David faith, that only the Fool, 
who ſaith in his heart, there is no God, doth not call upon the 
ame. of the Lord. | | I =z” 
[ ſear, if meaſures were taken of our being or-not being 
Atheiſts, by the frequency:ot our. Prayers, there are too 
many; 
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many amongſt us, that could ſcarcely free themſelves 
{rom that imputation ; unleſs tro come to this place once 
or twice upon a Sunday,and that too, more out of cuſtom, 
than Devotion, and never to think more of their Duty 
till Sunday come again, docs acquit them from that charge. 
Burt remember, Goa will be called upon ; or he will not 
dcliver. 
The third part of this external Worſhip is the reverend 
ule of the Sacraments ; and let me tell you, they are not 
indifferent things, which we may uſe, or not ule, at our 
pleaſure ; as Eſther faid, If 7 periſh, I periſh. There is a 
more Chriſtian [ } in the caſe, thar is, If we obey the Mare. 28. 
Commands of Chrilt, we mult uſe them; for he ſays, Go ,, 
teach all Nations, baptifing them, and take ye, eat ye, drink >, ** 
Je. | 
Licurgus the Lacedomonian Lawpiver (to oblige them to 
a more 1trict obſcrvance of his Laws) made the Lacedeme- 
nians take an Oath to obſerve them till his return, and 
then took a journcy, with a reſolution neyer to go back 
again : and cauſed his Aſhes ro be thrown into the Sea, 
leaſi his People, finding them, ſhould think themſelves 
abloly'd from their Oath. 
And thus, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt being to leave his 
Diſciples, obliges them to the uſe of his Sacraments, riil 
his return, never intending to return again in humility,burt 
in glory: It adying Friend ſhould give you a Ring as a g A 
roken of his Love, and charge you to keep it for his ſake, 
would you deſpiſe an inſtance ot fo grearKindneſs 2 How 
comes it then to paſs, thar we ſo little value fo ineſti- 
mable a Jewel, as the bleſſed Sacraments, which are the 
Badgesof our Chriſtianiry, whoſe Value and Dignity does 
not flow from the outward Elements 2 For what is the 
ſprinkling of a little Water, the eating of a bir of Bread, 
or the drinking of a ſup of Wine > But from the Ordi- 
nance and Inſtitution of Chriſt, juſt as a piece of Wax 
with the Kings Broad Scal ſtamprt upon it, is of more va- 
| lue, 
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fue, than a thouſand times ſo much in the Merchants Shop: 

And truely if we would be taken for Chriſt's Souldiers 
we ought not to beaſhamed of his mark, rhe Holy Sa- 
crament of his Body and Blood. : 

There are two things generally objected by many that 
are called Chriſtians, againſt receiving of it; the one. is, 
that if they partake of it unworthily , it will prejudice 
them: Such would do well ro conſider ; that until they 
put themſelves into a condition of Receiving it Worthily, 
they cannot be in a condition of dying; and how dange- 
rous it is not to be always ſo, the uncertainty of. this life 
does ſhew. 

The other Objection is, That they are not yet willing 
to part With their Sins, to which the Receiving of the 
Sacrament obliges them, and therefore they will defer 
Communicating until they are Old, and have a mind to 
repent and part with their Sins. Such would do well to 
conſider that they may fall ſhort of the time, they defign 
for that work; or if they ſhould not, that God may not 
give them then Grace to Repent. And thus much of Ex- 
ternal Worſhip, which I told you conſiſts in Preaching, 
and Hearing, in Invocation, and the reverent uſe of the 
Sacraments. 

The other part of his Service, is, Internal; that is, the 
worſhip of the Spirit, without which all our Preaching, . 
Hearing, Praying, Chriſtning, and Communicating, are 
but like a Sepulcher outwardly, beautiful; bur inwardly, 
full of corruption: for though the outward Form is that 
which approves us to Man; yet it is the inward frame 
that juſtifies us ro God. Who does not like ſuch Profeſ- 
ſors as* Zoſea compares to a half baked Cake; and Ezekiel 
to a Pot, whoſe ſcum 3s therein : For God ws a Spirit, and. 
he will, nay, he muſt be worſhipt in Spzrit and 7ruth. 

Some there are, who with E/op's Dog ſnatch at the 
ſhadow and loſe the ſubſtance, that is, place the whole 
worſhip of God in bodily Exerciſe, and external Adora- 

| tion ; 
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tion ; as bowing before a Crucifix, in creeping to a Croſs, 
in running a bare-leg'd Pilgrimage, in viſiting the Reliques 
of the Saints, in hearing of ſo many Maſſes, in macerart- 
ing the Fleſh, in hanging down the head for a day like a 
Buiruſh, in Croſſes, and Candles, in Holy Waters, and 
Holy Oyls, in Pixes, and Paxes, and ſuch like fripperies. 

And there are others, who (like Lapwings, make the 
greateſt noiſe when they are fartheſt from their young 
ones} though they pretend the greateſt diftance from the 
Papiſts, yet come very near them in many things, and 
place their whole Religion in running through thick and 
thin, three or four Miles on a Sunday to hear a Man 
preach, or rather prate nonſence ; in carrying a Bible un- 
der their Arms, though they neither underſtand it, nor 
draw any Inferences from it, for the amendment of their 
lives and practices : in condemning all as Reprobates, that 
are not of their own Communion, and in applying the 
intricate and miſterious places of Scripture, eſpecially ſuch 
as denounce Gods Judgments , to thoſe that are not of 
their own perſuaſion. And if they can but prate like Par- 
rots in the Scripture phraſe, and ſing three or tour Pſalms 
upon a Lords Day, and repeat at night the nonſence they 
heard the morning ; nay it they commend the Preacher for 
bawling lowd,and making wry faces,and thumping the Pul- 
pit, and holding forth for two or three hours, and preach- 
ing off Book ſuch ſluff as is impoſſible for a confidering 
perſon to write; they conclude they have worſhip'd God 
ſufficiently, and that no more is required of them. And 
truly though rhis is very tar from being acceptable to God, 
yet I with we had not too juſt cauſe, on the other hand, to 
complain, that internal Worſhip is roo much lighted by 
us, and Prayers and Sacraments too much negle&ed; and 
that as in times of Popery all Religion and Worſhip was 
in a manner reduced to a Maſs, ſo now amongſt us to a 
Sermon, zhey ſeeing without underſtanding, and we hearing 


withoutpraCtiſing. 
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Thus much for the firſt particular, to wit, the Act, in 
which I have ſpoken of the external and internal Worſhip 
duc to God. I now proceed to the ſecond particular in 
the Confeſlion ; and that is the Obyect of his Worſhip, te 
Ged of my Fathers. 

Obſerve no Saint, nor Angel, no Creature, nor Throne, 
no Dominion, nor Power, no Heathenith Diety, bur the 

| only truc God in Jeſus Chriſt. 7hou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
Ex0% 2" thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. And, See thou do 


Chop.22.9.it not, (faith the Angel in the Revelations to St. Fohy ;) 


T am thy fellow creature, worſhip God. 

The Manichees worlhip'd two Gods, a God of Good, 

and a God of Evil, and the 7rztheits three Gods, whence 

they had their Name; the Yalentinians worſhip'd thirty 

couple of Gods, and the Genzz/es, as St. Auſtin obicrves, 

thirty thouſand Gods; thence they worſhip'd their adul- 

tcrous Jupiter, their beaſtly polio, their drunken Ba:- 

chus, their baſtardiy ZAXſculapius, their theevith Mercury, - 

their bloody Mars, their impudent Yexus, and their ſpite- 

De Deo %= ſu] Juno; as Zanchy oblerves. And the Papilts have e- 

©:24%% quall'd, if not excceded, the Heathens in the number of 

their Gods, and their ſuperſticious Ceremonies ; as may 

appear by the praftice of the common people in thete 
particulars. 

1. The Pagans had their ſeveral tutelar Gods for ſeveral 
places ; for De!phos worlhip'd Apollo, Crete Fupiter, Athens 
Minerva, and Epheſus Diana : And ſo in Popery, England 
worſhip'd St. George, Scotland St. Andrew, Ireland St. Pa- 
*rick, Venice St. Mark, and Millain St. Ambroſe. 

2. In Paganiſm they had ſeveral Gods for ſeveral Ele- 
ments.; as Fapiter for the Fire, Juno-tor the Air, and Nep- 
?axe tor the Sea; And fo in Popery, they have Agathus 
tor the Fire, Theadulus for Tempeſts, St. Barbara for 
T.hunder, and St. Nzcholas tor the Sea. 

3. In Paganiſm, they had ſeveral Gods to pray to for 
their Cartel, and their Fruit ; as Pax for the one, Ceres for 


the 
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the other, and Bacchus for their Wine : and fo in Popery, 
they have Zrbanas for their Wine, Fodocus for their Fruir, 
Wandelinus for their Sheep, Eulogius for their Horſes, and 
St. Anthony icr their Pigs. 

4. In Paganiſm ſeveral Proſeſiions had ſeveral Gods to 
pray to ; as Scholars polo, Souldiers Mars, Smiths Yul. 
can, and Hunters Diana : So in Popery, Scholars have 
St. Gregory, Souldiers St. George, Smiths St. Loy, and Shoo- 
makers St. Criſpin. 

5. In Paganiſm they had ſeveral Gods to pray-to in 
ſeveral Diſcaſes; as Apo//o for the Plaguc, ZFZercales for 
the Falling Sickneſs, and Lacinator Women in Childbirth; 
and fo in Popery, St. Roch for the Plague, Petrrone/la for 
the Ague, 4poZonia for the Tootl-ach, Avaſtacis tor the 
Head ach. 

Laſtly, To theſe both Pagans and Papiſts build Chur:- 
ches, cre Altars, ordain Prieſ!s, appoint Feſtivals, ſetup 
Statues, and burn Candles, as Muſculus oblerves ; they 
did not lcarn this from our Apoſtle, the fole Obje&t of Comm. = 
whoſe religious Worſhip was the God of his Fathers, that ©/** 5: 
is, the God whom his Fathers worſhip'd. 

There can be nothing more opprobriouſly objeCted in 
Religion than Novelty; there are a People who have made 
Laws of their own, ſaid FJaman of the Jews, and the Areo 
pagites of St. Paul, let us hear what new Doftrine this is; ,, - 
tor Innovation diminiſhes the vencrable Authority. of Re- 19 
ligion: and therefore it is the Politicians Rule, not to re- 
move an ill cuſtom when well ſetled : the very Names of 
our Fathers and Predeceſlors ſway much; for the Wo- 
man of Samaria, you know, alledged the example of her 
Fathers againſt Gods Commands ; Our Fathers, ſays ſhe, 
worſhip'd-in this Mountain ; but our Saviour tells her, Sal- 
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Joh. 4.20. 


' wation.is of the Fews. And the Gentiles excepted againſt 


Chriſtianity, becauſe they would not condemn the ways 
of their Fathers ; bur keep ro, and preſerve thoſe Rires 
which deſcended to them from age to age; and the Here- 

| ticks. 
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ricks themſelves, to gain credit to their Tenents, were 
uſed to ſay, ſo I have received, ſo I have been taught by 
the Fathers. 

And the Romaniſts do not objeft any thing more ma- 
liciouſly, and falſly , ro the ignorant amongſt us, then 
that we had our Religion only from Luther and Calvin, 
(which they themſelves cannot but know in their Con- 
ſciences to be otherwiſe) and that we ſwerve from the 
Judgment of the Primitive Fathers, and exclude our Pre- 
deceſſors from all hope of Salvation. But notwithſtand. 
ing that they brag the Fathers are all theirs, like the 

. Madman that challenged all the Ships that came into the 
Harbour for his own; yet it is evident to any one, that 
is but meanly converſant in reading their Authors; thar 
they eſteem the Fathers but as Counters, which at play 
arc ſometimes placed for Pounds,and ſometimes for Pence; 
for where they ſeem to favour them, they commend and 

_ admir2 them; and where they are clear againſt them, they 
decry and deſpiſe them. Otherwiſe it the Fathers are theirs, 
and if they would have us believe they are their princi- 
pal Witneſſes, why do they cut out their Tongues with 
their falſe gloſſes, and expurgations of what they do not 

_ like. 

2. The Examples of our Propenitors, or Predeceſlors, 
are no infallible rules for us to follow; for we muſt nor - 

. © \vith the Phariſees tranſgreſs the Commands of God by the 

© 1115-3: Tradition of our Fathers. 

J.44.17 We muſt not with the Jews offer Sacrifice to the Queen 

of Fteaven, becauſe our Fathers did ſo, and it was well with 

Fer. 9.14 them, Why did the Land periſh, and was burnt up like a 
Wilderneſs > Bat becauſe the people walked after Baalim, ' 

which their Fathers taught them. Therefore the Prophet 

F/.49.19. fays, walk not in the ways of your Fathers; and they follow 

the Generation of their Fathers, which ſha{! not ſee the light. 

3. Wedo not make the caſe of our Fore fathers, that liv- 
ed in Popery, ſo deſperate as they repreſent it; for we do 

not 
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not queſtion, but many of them held firm the Founda- 
tion, though much ZZay and Stubble was built upon it : 
for though they might be forc'd by terror, or induced by 
fleight, to partake of the common errors of the Church 
of Rome ; yet they might be free from its Hereſy, and 
hold the Faith implicitly 7» preparatione animi, that is, 
- ready to embrace ir, when God ſhould reveal it to 
them. 

4. God might illuminate whom he pleas'd by his Spirit 
in thoſe times of darkneſs, when the means of Knowledg 
was wanting, (which is noc now in this Sunſhine of the 
Goſpel, to be expected) as he enlightned the world by an 
expanded Light before he created the Sun, which is ſince 
the ordinary way of giving Light ; and as he. fed the /a- 
elites with Manna in the Wilderneſs, which he withdrew 
aſſoon as they came into the Land of Promiſe. For when 
ordinary means are afforded, extraordinary muſt neither 
be expected, nor relied upon: So that you ſee there is a 
vaſt difference between the cafe of our Forefathers, and 
the caſe of the Papift now, who wilfully ſhut their cyes 
againſt the Light offered ro them. When the ordinary 
means fail'd, God was able to fave, and did fave in the 
midſt of that Blindneſs, thoſe that belonged to the 
Election of his Grace : But ir cannot be therefore ſafe 
for us to negle& fo great Salvation as is now offered to 
us, upon pretence of our Foretathers being otherwiſe @ " 
principled. Cypriani 

If my Predeceſſors, ſays St. Cyprian, have not taught, or Ez. 63.p. 
held, either through ſimplicity, or ignorance, that which our 75 6:Edir. 
Lord has taught them, by his example, or Authority, the —_ 
Mercy of God might pardon them; but we cannot rely upon teceſſoribus 
the like Mercy, who have ſo clear a propoſal of thoſe Truths, "ris, vel 
which were concealed from them. It is indeed good man- Il fompls 
ners, and charity, to think, hope, and ſpeak well of our cirer , he: 
Fathers; but it is both Wiſdom and Divinity to look 7” *%er- 


well to our ſelves. Y—__ 
I wiſh 
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I wiſh the Diſſenters from our Church would ſeriouſly 
apply rhis ro themſelves; if they did , they muſt find 
their caſe much worſe than their Predeceſſors, becauſe 
they at once tread out of their ways, and walk not in 
ours. 1 am ſure this diſorderly tumultuous way of ſery- 
ing God, which the Separatiſts uſe, was never practiſed 
by any conſiderable party in the primitive times. And 
tho I will not deny bur ſeveral National Churches might 
differ from one another in their Forms of Worſhip; yer 
I never read nor heard of any who had not a Form by 
which they did worſhip, until our modern Presbyterians. 
This one inſtance (I fancy) That they cannot pretend the 
cuſtom of their Fathers, for what they do, (unlefs they 
will own none for ſuch that lived above ſixty years a- 
gon) might be ſufficient ro make them at the ſame in- 
{tant to leave off, and forſake their folly. And I am per- 
ſwaded that there are not any confiderable perſons a- 
mongſt them, bur it they did ſeriouſly reflect, and 
calmly conſider , how great a fin it is to make a ſchiſm 
in, and ſeparate from that Church , with which they 
own they agree in DoQrine , and is eſtabliſhed by Law, 
for they know not what reaſon , but becauſe they will. 
I fay, if they did think on this, and ſadly refle&, 
that whatever the Church of EZzgland either has al- 
ready, or may hereafter ſuffer through Popery , is whol- 
ly due to themſelves, for having murdered the beſt of 
Kings, and forc'd his Royal Iſſue to ſeck tor ſafety under 
great neceſſities in Popiſh Countries, and thereby ex- 
poſed them to the dangers and temptations of the Ro- 
milſh Clergy, who never fail to improve all opportuni- 
ties for the advantage of the Church, or rather Court 
of Rome - I ſay, it they did think on this, they would 
now at leaſt, being ſo very obnoxious, for their own 
preſervation , cloſe with us in our Communion, and not 
ſeparate from that manner of Worſhip which we give to 
the God of our Fathers, with the Apoſtle here in the 

Text, 
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Text, which was the object, and the ſecond thing I was to 
ſpeak of, and leads me to the manner of his Worſhip, which 
is the third particuiar, in theſe words, after that way which 
they call Ferefie 

'Whence we may firſt obſerve, that ir is no new thing 
for Religion, and the Profeſl,rs thereof, to be traduced : 
for Chriſt was ſcoft at as a Carpenters Sou; and: Chrilli- 
anity is called ' ZZerefie, and Chriſtians. Ga/ileans; and 
this proceeds from the innate Malice and Ignorance 
that every Man has in him ſince the Fall; which, as 
the Spider extra&ts Poiſon out of rhe ſweeteſt Flowers, 
makes the worſt interpretations of the beſt things 
and actions; ſo that it David dance zealuuſly before 2 Sm. 5. 
the Ark; he ſhall not want a Michol to laugh at him : '4+15-16- 
and if Ezektiah deſtroy Idolatry, ſome Rabfhekah will not 
ſtick ro ſay, 1s not this the God whoſe Altars Ezckiah 
broke down. It Mary Magdalen pour a little Oil on the 
Head and Feer of our Saviour, fome Fudas will be rea. .,, _ 
dy to ſay, what needs this waſle > Conſtantine, for his © © 
bounty to the Church ſhall be called Papillus, one thar 
needs a Guardian ; and Theodoftus for his Piety [mbe/lis, 1 
Coward: But as the Moon gocs on filently in her cou: 1:, 
tho Dogs do bark ar her, 1o']ct us go on in our Religt 
ous Worſhip, without regarding the Calumniations of our 
Adverſaries. RET — > 

2, Obſerye, That 'if we be morally certain, that whac 
we profeſs is true,” and according to Gods Word, it mat- 
ters not that the Papiſts ca!! us Hereticks , and the Se- 
paratiſts ca!l us Papiſts ; Truth wil juſtifie it ſelf. St. Paul 
you ſec isnot offended thar they call his Religion Hereſie. 

And this brings me to the fourth thing in the. Texr, 
namely, 'the Rule, in theſe'words , believing all things 
that are written in the Law and the Prophets: God, who 
requires man to worſhip him,. has preſcribed.a Rule for 
His 'DiceCtion : and leaſt ths, Rule, might. be_forgotren 


Or 


C80 } 

or corrupted in tract of time by a bare oral Tradition of it 
from age to ape, he committed it to Writing; for though 
the Word ſpoken be more efficacious, yet the Word writ- 
zen is more durable: therefore it was that Moſes was com- 
manded to: write the moral Law in two Tables; and thar 
the Spirit in the Revelation fays write; and here St. Paul 
makes the Rule of his Faith, a/ that is written in the Law 
and the Prophets. 

It would not be proper now to diſpute whether it be 
keceflary to Salvation, for a man to believe all that is 
written in the Old and New Teſtaments; and therefore 
T ſhall only (for refolying this Doubt, and many other 
Objetions, that may follow thereupon) offer theſe few 
particulars. | 

7. Thar every diſtin& Sentence of the holy Scriptures 
does command and require our Belief as much as the 
whole, or any part of them. 

2. That though a man may be ſaved without knowing 
all thar is conteined in the Scriptures; yet if he refuſe to 
give credit to any part of them (when it is revealed to him 
as ſuch) he cannot be faved. 

3. Thar every man is not only obliged under pain of 
. Damnation, to believe all that is Scripture, when revealed 
to him; bur he is alſo bound to believe what is not re- 
vealed to him in preparation of mind. 

4. That we may and ought to infer from St. Pauls 
words in the Text, that the Scriptures are a ſufficient 
Rule of Faith, and that there is enough conteined in them, 
without any other additions, both for our DireCtion and 
Practice. 

Yer I deny not, but that an undoubted Tradition, if 
we were ſo well aſſured of the Truth of it, by a general 
conſent of all Apes, as we are of the Truth of the Scrj- 
ptures, has the ſame Authority with Scripture; for un- 
til the means of Salvation, was fully perfe&ted, and the 

| Scri- 
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Scriptures committed to Writing , Tradition was the 
Rule : For St. Paz! bids Timothy to take heed to all that 
he had received, either by Word or Writing. And though 
Z we do not, with the Romani/ts, allow Tradition to ſupplant 

the Scriptures, by giving it equal Authority with them; 
yet we allow much to an Apoſtolical Tradition: becauſe 
ir may be neceſlary, though not abſolutely fo, to the 
clearing and better underſtanding of ſome intricate and 
myſterious paſſages in Scripture. And this leads me to the 
| fiith particular in my Text, to wit, the principal ground 

of his Confeſſion, in theſe words, and have hope towards 
| God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a 
| Reſarreftion of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt. 

From which we may firſt obſerve, That Prudence and 
Wiſdom are conſiſtent with true Religion; for you ſec ; 
St. Paul ſays, which they themſelves alſo allow ; that is, 
the Phariſees, who did believe a RefurreCtion ; that by 
this means he might gain their favourable Opinion; and 
ſo divide them and the Saddaces, who did deny a Reſur- 
rection. For God never gave a man Religion with de- 
ſign to deprive him of the uſe of his Reaſon, and to 
make him a meer Natural : He that charges his Diſciples 
to be as innocent as Doves, bids them be as wiſe as Serpents, Mat: 16. 
and bids them to beware of men that will ring them into ** 7+ 
their Councils; which ſhews, that we muſt nor, with the 
Donatiſts of old, and the Quakers now, court the Laſh and 
the Priſon, and ſeek for occaſions of Trouble : He only M © 
is the rcfolute Champion for Chr;, that will neither for 
fear of ſuffering, weakly betray his Cauſe, nor out of an 
| jignorant Zeal, run into needleſs dangers. | 

2. We may obſerve from hence that the Hope of the 

Reſurrection of the dead is a moſt powerful Argument 

to perſuade men to believe, and embrace, and practiſe the 
Chriſtian Religion. - For when a man ſeriouſly conſiders 
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that he is not only to give an account here of whar he 
: D 2 has 
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has done, and that thislife does not ſet a period to his: 


ſufferings, or rejoycings ; bur that he ſhall rife again and 
undergo a new and impartial tryal, and be for ever de- 


- rermined to live incternal bliſs or miſery. This confide. 
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ration (Ifay) as it will make every. rational (not to 
mention pious) manto live holily ; fſo.it will be a prear 
allay to his temporal ſufferings, ro conſider thar he ſhall 
have joy zn the morning of his Reſurrection, for the heavineſs. 
he endured in the night of this life : This was the ground 
of St. Paul's free and publick coniciſion of his Faith : Ard 
thus I come to ſpeak of the laſt particular in the Text, 
namely the cffe&ts, in theſe words, and herein do 7 exer- 
ciſe my ſelf, to have a Conſcience void" of offence towards 
God, and towards man. 

Whence we may obſerve, that the end of all Religious 
Knowledsg is practice : for Chriſtianity isan- active lite, ir 
iS not to make a. wry Face, and to pur on a. ſerious look, 
and to talk piouſly, and to breath nothing but Scriprure, 
that denominates a man a true Believer; but it 1s an ex- 
crcifing of ones ſeif ſo, as to keep a clear Conſcience to- 
wards God and Man. And therefore it is that St. Paul 
eliewhere cxhorts 7o preſs forwards, and ſo to run as to 
win, and not to beat the Air. And our Saviour bids 
bring forth works meet for repentance. And that we 
may do this, we muſt live unblameably towards God, 
our Neighbours, and our ſelves. If we be- detective in 
the laſt rwo, we mult alſo be faulty in the firſt ; becauſe 
though there arc ſome offences more directly. and imme- 
diately committed againſt God, than other; yet all are 
againtt him; For as much as they are tranſgreſſions of 
his Laws : And therefore we muſt make it our chict bu- 
ſineſs ; Firſt ro give him his due, which is honouring and 
invocating his name, acknowledge all we have to pro- 
cecd from his free Grace ; and make him as far: as we 
arcable ſuitable returns of Praiſe and "Thankſgiving: And 
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25s we muſt behave our ſelves rhus towards God, ſo we 
muſt deal uprightly with our Neighbours, we muſt carry 
Honey inour mouths, that is, not injure them with falſe 
reports, nor provoke them with bicter language, and we 
muſt carry Charity in. our hands, that is, relieve them to 
our power, when their neceſſities require it, not wrong 
them by Violence or Fraud, nor exact upon their necet- 
ſities; and we muſt carry a good example in all our 
ations. And laſtly, as toour ſelves, we mult take heed 
that we abuſe not thoſe parts and indowments which God, 
gavyc us to be inſtrumental to his ſervice, by any kind of 
excels, riot, or intempcrance ; we mult keep- our {ences 
well governed in great equality. The Tongue under the 
ruſe of diſcretion, and the Heart in a firm peace ; tree 
from all ſenſual oiftracting thoughts ; this is the crue end 
of belieying :. Otherwiſe our aſſenting to a divine Truth, 
i5 no,n::org than ſuch a faith as the Devils have, who 
believe and tremble, and are never the nearer happineſs: 
bur our bclcving muſt include doing, and mult carry along 
with ir a coxſc;ence or knowledge void of offence both towards 
God and tewards Man. And thus I have ſpoken whar Ide- 
ſigned at this time on this Subject, and ſhall conclude all 
with one word of application. You have heard St. Paul's 
Confeſſion of Faith: I befcech you examine your ſelves, 
try whether you be of his Religion or not; it you be, 1 
entreat you practiſe it. _ 
2. It you have a clear Confcience, you need nor rc- 
gard the falſe reports of others ; {or though ir be a mil 
fortune to be undcicrvedly 1! ſpoken of, yet it is a comfort 
that it is unceſcrvediy. The Bird in the Breaſt makes 
ſweeter Muſick than the Praiſes of a thouſand Flartcrers. 
T am grieved (faith a Father) thar they ſpeak il of me, and 
aſperſe me falſly ; becauſe they injure themſelves, and not me, 
by their uncharitableneſ$: for they cannot rob me of the plea- 
fare which a clear Conſcience continuaily adminiſters to me. 
Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, 'That all of us may have this clear Conſcience, 
let us be ſure, with St. Paul, to walk by the Rule, the 
Word of God ; that will be a Lanthorn to thy feet, and a 
Light to thy paths : and therefore do not imagine, that 
the carrying of your Bible to Church, and turning over 
the leaves, and reading it careleſly, is all that is required 
of you ; but be ſure you praftiſe what you read, and 
compare your actions with that Rule, and make them 
conformable to it : this will make you not only Profeſ- 
ſors of St. Pauls Faith, but alſo partakers of his Happineſs, 
where we ſhall fee the Face of the living God clearly, 
and at the full, where the Beauties ſhall have no Veils 
to hide them from our eyes, our Beings ſhall have no end, 
our Knowledge ſhall not be ſubject to error, nor our Loves 
to diſpleaſure. O! what an exceſs of Happineſs will it 
be, to enjoy all, and to deſire nothing, to be a King 
without an Enemy, to be rich without Covetouſneſs, and 
to be ever living without ſear of Death; all which God 
of his infinite Mercy vouchſafe unto us all, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt ; ro whom, with the Father, .and 
the holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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